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Discussion document:  Weekday Schools Levy Policy 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Orienteering NZ is the national body for orienteering in New Zealand.  Income to Orienteering NZ is derived 
through four main sources: (1) Clubs - event levies, (2) Sport NZ funding (primarily as a participation sport), (3) Clubs 
– affiliation fees and (4) Grants and Sponsorship. 
 
The last time the levy system was modified was in 2002 with the change where rogaine event levies were set at 
12.5% (down from 25%), with the general event levy set at 25% of event income.  Between 2002 and today, the 
definition of a rogaine was reduced from being a minimum of a 3-hour team rogaine event to a minimum of a 2-
hour team rogaine event.  Since 2002 some notable changes to the orienteering landscape in New Zealand has 
occurred: 

 Significant growth has occurred in the Year 7-13 school market 
 The growth and development of sprint orienteering has taken place, generally in urban environments 
 A number of third-party organisations now contract events to orienteering clubs, such as OPC, College 

Sport and Regional Sport Trusts through KiwiSport funding 
 General society has less available time in weekends and demand for events on weekdays has increased 
 Available volunteer time, especially weekday, has reduced and there has subsequently been a need to use 

contracted or commercial resources to deliver on weekday events 
 
All strategic plans written for Orienteering NZ have identified the need to develop and grow the schools 
orienteering area.  Growth in schools orienteering has been achieved in particular in the areas of Hawke’s Bay and 
Auckland.  The growth in the last 2-3 years in the Auckland region has been primarily driven by significant work in 
weekday school sprint events, held after school. 
 
These weekday school events (in particular in the North-West club area) are only possible with commercial 
resources and the current 25% levy rate is causing a state of double-taxation that is likely to prevent these events 
continuing into the future.  Orienteering NZ recognises this fact and wishes to support these events in a way which 
enables all parties to benefit from the highly successful events. 
 
A number of clubs have commented to Orienteering NZ they are unsure of the status of running events for third 
party organisations and their obligations for levies for these events.  Orienteering NZ is concerned by the potential 
thinning of the levy base due to third party events and also wishes to provide clarity for clubs. 
 
 
PROPOSAL 
Orienteering NZ proposes to move to a flat rate event levy per person for weekday schools events.  This will ensure 
the Orienteering NZ will still receive an income from events and will prevent the narrowing of the levy base.  It also 
incentivises organisers to charge for events at a price point which is acceptable to the market but does not 
undermine the perceived quality of the event, which was a concern raised through the strategic planning process.  
The marginal levy rate is less than 25% as long as the event entry fee is over $4 per person. 
 
North Island, South Island and New Zealand events are excluded in this proposal as they are Championship Events 
and will remain levied at 25% of event income. 
 
Stage 1: 
Backdating to 1/1/14 weekday school events are to have their levy capped at $1 (incl. GST) per person.  These 
events must be specifically school events with no general public event alongside. 
 
Stage 2: 
From 1/1/15 all weekday school events are to have their levy set at $1 (incl. GST) per person, irrespective of the 
entry fee for the event. 
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Definitions 
 
Weekday school events refers to events held specifically for schools or school-aged participants either during 
school hours or Monday to Friday after school hours.   
 
It does include: FootO, Rogaine, MTBO and SkiO events. 
 
It does not include: normal club events held during weekdays; club events held on public holidays; North 
Island/South Island or National Secondary Schools championships. 

 
 

 
ANY OTHER MATTERS 
Are there any other matters not covered by the above? 
 
 
 
 
Please forward your comments to: 
 
Catriona McBean 
General Manager 
gm@orienteering.org.nz 
 
Deadline:  Wednesday 11 June 
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